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= " have been viewed

as enemies. Their

claims were understood to conflict
completely with each other, and a
person caught in the breach was
pressed on both sides to choose
one over the other—for example,
would your choice be the

Bible’s Genesis or

evolution’s Origin of Species?

For a (too) long
period of time,
science and religion

More recently, some scientists
(perhaps chief among them, the
late Stephen J. Gould) proposed
that science and religion should be
perceived as strangers. They
involve separate fields, the
argument goes, so conflict only
results when one of them steps
into the domain of the other
(NOMA—none-

overlapping magisteria). So,
science and religion must be kept
distinct and separate, out of one
another’s business.

What is necessary today is a
perspective that envisions the
two disciplines as friends.
Friends share and remain close
to one another, but friends do not
always agree. Such a friendship
would definitely help—and is
certainly essential to—
responding to the urgency and
complexity of the contemporary
ecological crises that challenge
our global community.

It is clear that our environmental
degradation and devastation will
not be solved without the input of
science; indeed, we know what
we know about the natural world
because of what science has
taught us. But science alone will
not be enough.

For scientific
knowledge— to
quote Biologist
Robert Disch—must
be combined with the
"our ecological
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consciousness" moral motivation
to apply that knowledge to solving
our environmental problems and
healing the earth. Religion can
supply this moral motivation. And
the Christians’ desire to be good
stewards (caretakers, tenants,
housesitters) could contribute an
“ecological

conscience.”

In this way, like

friends who

cooperate to

complete a project or finish a task
together, religion would
complement science, and science
would complement religion.
Neither can successfully deal
alone with the restoration and
health of God’s creation.

But, friends do not always agree.
Just because they are close and
mutually supportive does not
mean that they are of one mind.
Sometimes science represents an
alternative way of understanding
or explaining a thing, while religion
can have a different way of
looking at the same phenomenon
or process. To illustrate, in
describing the evolutionary pattern
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by way life developed on planet
earth, science does not depend
on the introduction of a necessary,
divine, explanatory Agent. At the
same time, Christian religion
perceives God’s job description as
working in the world of cause-and-
effect to achieve God’s divine will.

It should also be stated that
science can aid religion in the
careful interpretation of its system
of beliefs and doctrines. A literal
interpretation of the creation story
in Genesis results in a six-day,
twenty-four hour a day process,
while science postulates that the
earth was created over several
billion years. Realizing that the
Bible is not a science book can
push faith to seek the deeper
theological purpose of the text
rather than the verbatim meaning.
This suggests that one of the
religious intents of Genesis is to
point to God’s involvement in
bringing creation “to be,” instead
of making historical, scientific
claims as to how God
accomplished that.

In addition, science accumulates
knowledge at a near-incalculable
pace. Running out of knowledge is
not a problem; drowning in it is. As
a result, science has precious little
time to reflect ethically on the
implications of its research and
findings. The scientific method
(observation; hypothesis;
experimentation; conclusion) is ill-
equipped to bring moral scrutiny
to its process and conclusions. In
this sense, it needs religion. An
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example of this would be the
technical capability of cloning. Is
cloning something that is

“good” (beneficial for society) or
“bad” (harmful for society)? Would
the cloning of humans be immoral
or unhealthy or unwise? What
about cloning that could produce
more microbes to fight AIDS or
Alzheimer’s? Here religion can
help science with an important,
crucial evaluation of its
accumulation of knowledge and
technological application.
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In this way, religion can be
grateful to science for its
descriptions of physical reality
and how nature works, and
science can be grateful to religion
for its input, ethical and otherwise.
The two fields can be
complimentary to each other, as
well as complementary.
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Greetings C3 Parters
and Supporters

I have recently joined the amazing
team at C3 and thought I'd tell you
a bit about myself. First of all, I'm
an ordained Baptist minister, wife,
mother, and proud grandmother! |
have been a missionary, non-
profit director, and seminary pro-
fessor at different times in my life.
I live in the beautiful mountains of
West Virginia but am only a cou-
ple of hours away from downtown
DC!

Unlike some Baptists who speak
of their spiritual journey beginning
when they accepted Christ as
their Savior and were baptized,
mine began with playing with roly-
polys under the bushes on my
front porch and reading through
Genesis while sitting at the feet of
my grandmother. My first lesson
on God was through my grand-
mother’s unconditional love for
me. | am fortunate that | have al-
ways believed in God and was
brought up in this type of loving
family.

Later in life, | began to understand
that the way | looked at the world
might be a bit different from oth-
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ers. | figured out that | might be a
tree hugger! | don’t mean | actually
hug trees — they have way too
many spiders and bugs! But | love
trees. I'm the ‘tree hugger’ variety
that is sometimes used in an in-
sulting manner - such as
“someone who works to protect the
environment from destruction or
pollution.” Apparently, I've been a
tree hugger most of my life and
didn’t even know it.

When | told people my major in
college, first as an undergrad, then
later as a graduate student, | real-
ized | really was blessed with a
unique perspective. | thought my
choice of study was perfectly nor-
mal: | was majoring in Theology
with a minor
in Biology.
Made perfect
sense to me,
but | cannot
tell you the
number of
weird looks and the countless
times | was asked, “How does that
work?” | had no idea what their
confusion was, as this was a natu-
ral step for me.

Several years ago | began trying to
connect with Baptists and others in
the common goal of caring for
God’s amazing world. | realized
that | have a full-time responsibility
to care for all parts of the world,
people and the non-human side. |
try to help educate others to the
Biblical responsibility to care for
creation, to better enjoy its bene-
fits, and to celebrate its gift. | advo-

cate for those suffering from envi-
ronmental injustices. | help to pre-
pare the way for a world of anguish
at levels only imagined by some. |
minister to those who, like me, are
troubled spiritually and emotionally
by the seemingly never-ending cy-
cle of grief over the destruction of
creation. And like my ministerial
counterparts, | try to provide hope.

I have been an unofficial partner of
C3 for many years and am looking
forward to sharing my gifts and tal-
ents with them in a more official
capacity. Through your support of
C3, we will continue to live up to
our calling to be faithful stewards
of the earth and to love the most
vulnerable.

Caring for God’s Creation oo, N Katherine Smith

Chief Operating Officer
Christians Caring for Creation

3



4

o

Christians Caring for Creation

Earthkeepers' Advice

9. Wherever you are and at whatev-

Drawing on a lifetime of wisdom from living their faith .
er stage of life, you can always do

as ones who care for God's creation, Loren and

Mary Ruth Wilkinson provide sage advice for living something.

as earthkeepers: 10. Don't become so occupied with
problems that you fail to see the

1. Don't try to do everything at once. glory of creation and the Creator.

2. Avoid oversimplifying complex issues; don't

. I From their book Caring for Creation
become an "environmental fundamentalist.

in Your Own Backyard
3. Doing will win others over more than talking.

4. Laugh at yourself.

5. Prioritize: people and their feelings always come
before favorite projects. Don Gordon

6. Don't despair at the magnitude of the problems; C3 CEO and Founder

the earth is the Lord's.

7. Don't make an environmental ideology the center
of your faith.

8. Don't leave the Christian mind behind in
approaching environmental problems.
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